Chapter

17

Blends and Paths

Some interesting designs can be created using the BLEND TOOL, the SHAPE BUILDER
TOOL and the PATHFINDER panel.

Starting a New Document

1 Load Adobe lllustrator CS6 or close the current document.

2 Display the FILE menu and select NEW to start a new document.

Name: | Untitled-6 |

Profile: | [Custorn]

3 Set the SIZE to A4 (or the paper
size your printer uses), the UNITS to

Numberufmhnards:lﬂl H 1= I\ ‘

=T0.71 cm ] (S FE—
e (17— i CENTIMETRES and select OK.
Width: Units: @
Height: Dnentst\cn:

Taop Battom Left Right
Bleed: [£]0 cm | EE{oem | o em | E{ocm ‘-

b Advanced
Color Mode:CMYK, PP1:300, Align to Pixel Grid:No

oK Cancel
Creating Blends

The contents of one shape can be blended into another.

A Simple Blends

Al Fie Esa Objt Type Select EMext Veew  Window  Help [red Eosensialt - [=[a] x ]
e e b 0 @ 5 1 1 Select the RECTANGLE TOOL, draw

a rectangle near the top left of the
ARTBOARD and set the STROKE
COLOUR to NONE and the FILL

COLOUR to RED.
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Learning Adobe Illustrator CS6

Al Fe £: Dbt Tpe Sdect Eet Veew  Window H C Essentisls - (=[] x ]
[| watn W ] e 1=} o] [—— o [ =] cpmcan [soowe  [v]sw [ [-]| @ | Ei- | m .
- 2 Select the ELLIPSE TOOL from within
8e the SHAPES TOOL and draw a small
/. oval to the right of the rectangle.
L e
An Fe G Obet Type ot Bt Ven Wedow H - B B S l;&lLJ
W] meef T -] vt [ [v]soie [ [-]| @ | = R 2=t .
_@ 3 Select the SELECTION TOOL hold
e down the SHIFT key and click on the
27 rectangle so that both objects are
£ - selected.

4 Display the OBJECT menu, highlight BLEND and select MAKE.

Al Fie B8 Dbt Type Selwt Efect Meew  Window H E Eesentisis =lnla]
I [ DO Rabimcliiixalniia) @ sl 2| GEGREBECIETS added between
the rectangle and the oval that

gradually change to the oval shape.
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The number of shapes inserted may be different on your system.
It depends on the BLEND OPTIONS settings which will be

adjusted shortly.
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Blends and Paths 17

B Blending Colours

You can blend colours.

1 Press CTRL+Z or COMMAND+Z to UNDO the previous blend.

Al Fe st Object Type Scheet EMect View Window Hep B v Essentials [=[B] x

[ L] el Fl e s 1 © T 4 5 Jse the SELECTION TOOL to select
just the oval and change its FILL
COLOUR to YELLOW.

Al Fie ES Obet Type Select Elet Veew  Window Hep [ BT Eesantials =[B] x

Lol o = e 0 ¢ 5 53 SHIFT4CLICK on the rectangle to re-
include it in the selection.

| o

4 Display the OBJECT menu, highlight BLEND and select MAKE.

Al Fie ES Obet Type Select Elet Veew  Window Hep [ BT Eotantald [=[0] x
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a@ 5 Theincluded shapes gradually

. T, o

z.e change in colour as they change to
] ; the oval shape.
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Learning Adobe Illustrator CS6

C Blending Options

You can control how many objects are inserted between the blended objects.

1 Press CTRL+Z or COMMAND+Z to UNDO the previous blend.
2 Display the OBJECT menu, highlight BLEND and select BLEND OPTIONS.

Blend Options

Spacing: | Specified Steps | |1 - |
—

Qrientation: :-‘,'_-_--_:____-

3 Set the SPACING box to SPECIFIED
STEPS, enter: 1 in the box next to it
and select OK.

[ Preview | oK %cel —I

4 Display the OBJECT menu again, highlight BLEND and select MAKE.

-

Al Fie Est Obisct Type Select EMect Veew Windew Hep [ BB =
s 1| © | 8- [ B bl aflee] wliem=] 2 sEE==]1 x| 5 Just one object is inserted between
the two shapes.
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6 Display the OBJECT menu again, highlight BLEND and select BLEND OPTIONS.
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7 Turn on the PREVIEW box, set the
SPECIFIED STEPS to 20 and press the
TAB key to see the effect.

8 Try some other steps then select OK.
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