Chapter

13

Cascading Style Sheets

Style sheets allow you to ensure that text is consistently formatted in all pages
throughout a site. In DreamWeaver styles are called CASCADING STYLE SHEETS (CSS
Styles for short). Cascading means to flow so a CSS style created in DreamWeaver can
flow from one set of text to another in any page. CSS Styles are a more recent web tool
so they only work on browsers 4.0 and later. They are very similar to styles that you may
have used in other programs such as Microsoft Word and Adobe InDesign.

A major advantage of styles in DreamWeaver is that you can ensure that text looks the
same on all browsers, platforms and pages. You may have noticed that on some web
pages the same text looks different in Internet Explorer than it does in Firefox. Styles can
be used to overcome this problem.

Cascading Style Sheets

There are two main types of CSS styles:

Internal Custom Styles which apply only to the page that they were created on.
External Custom Styles which can apply to all linked pages in a site.

The difference between these two types of styles will be demonstrated in this chapter.

Internal Custom Styles

These are styles that you create from scratch and are only used in the page that they were
created in.

A Starting a Blank Page

1 Load DreamWeaver or close the current files and start a create a new HTML page.

2 Set the FILES panel to your TRAVELWISE site.
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CASCADDNG STYLE SHEETS

We will apphy sivles 1o the 233 in this page <ol |

3 Enter the following text:
CASCADING STYLE SHEETS <enter>

We will apply styles to the text in this
page only.

B Creating the Main Heading Style

The first style will format the main heading.
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1 Highlight the first line of text.
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2 Inthe PROPERTIES INSPECTOR
set the FONT to VERDANA, ARIAL,
HELVETICA, SANS SERIF and highlight
the NONE in the SIZE box.
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NOTE: By setting the FONT SIZE to a percentage the text will be resized
to one and a half times whatever the default font size is.
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PROPERTIES INSPECTOR and select
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6 Call the style:
Main_Heading
and select OK.
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NOTE: i Style names mustbe one word.
ii Close the SEARCH panel if it opens.

C Creating the Body Text Style

The paragraph text on the page can be given a different style.

& W rpmegea Oreamweaver 0 (LI b1 DR T ]
Pie LN Wew et Holly Ted Cowsady 38w Siedow  Fek

L orrwra ¥ hf—*!-'"ﬁrl'-ﬂ-ﬂ':ﬂug'g

1 Highlight the second line of text.
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2 Set the FONT to ARIAL, HELVETICA,
SANS SERIF and the FONT SIZE to
14 pixels.
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3 Rename the style:
Body_Text
and select OK.

13-4 © Guided Computer Tutorials 2006



Cascading Style Sheets 13

D Looking at the Code

To understand some of the differences between internal and external styles it is
advantageous to look at the way the HTML code is being created.
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2 Scroll through the code and notice
that each format step has been
created.
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3 Styles can be altered in CODE view.

& Macromedia Orearmwearens € - [Uniiked-1 [T %]

Fir [l vew JFewt Fodly Tea Oeesawh Sie wiedow Help
Casryesny = sRAEEE-F-ADEM-F

s code | =of 5o | _foesgn | Tie: |Lrtied Dourer e R CEE

«Hakn Beading

fent=family: Verderm, Arial, Helwericow, ssns-serlf:

Pent=siee: LG4
EehL-we Lt Bald:
oplanl Ped)

&y Test
fonc-amiby) drisl
Eant-F1ne]

+ Banp-perif

© Guided Computer Tutorials 2006 13-5



	Cascading Style Sheets
	Cascading Style Sheets
	Internal Custom Styles
	A	Starting a Blank Page
	B	Creating the Main Heading Style
	C	Creating the Body Text Style
	D	Looking at the Code


